
High Weald AONB Design Guide

• Agreed by the High 
Weald Joint Advisory 
Committee 25.11.2019

• Local authorities 
considering whether 
to adopt as SPD

• Even without this the 
Guide will be a 
material planning 
consideration



Why Produce a Design Guide?

• Nationally designated landscape with a 

legal duty to have regard to conserving 

and enhancing its natural beauty

• Unprecedented levels of development –

increase from 186dpa 2001-2011 to 

895dpa 2015-2017

• Many housing developments lack local 

distinctiveness – could be anywhere.



A ‘landscape-led’ approach

Landscape-led design means using 

landscape as a framework to understand 

the site and formulate a design response. 

Applying a landscape-led approach 

requires analysing the context, character, 

qualities and socio-ecological functioning 

of the proposed site within its wider 

landscape setting, and using this 

understanding to inform site design, 

capacity and detailing.



Understanding the High Weald



Understanding the High Weald



DG1 Responding to Site and 
Context
Has the design:

• Analysed the site and wider landscape?

• Identified views in and out of the site?

• Used historic maps to identify feature to retain and 

reinstate?

• Identified existing site features to incorporate?



DG2 Connecting beyond the 
site
Has the design:

• Connected to existing routes in the area, reinstated lost 

routes and added new routes?

• Avoided dead-end or cul-de-sac street patterns?

• Created soft transitions to the countryside?

• Presented active edges to public spaces?

• Avoided the need for screening?



DG3 Layout & Structuring the 
Site

Has the layout and structure:

• Worked with local topography?

• Used a range of street types arranged into a logical hierarchy?

• Designed junctions to be pedestrian friendly?

• Arranged public spaces of good size and shape? 



DG4 Using Buildings to 
Define Streets & Spaces

Do buildings and plots:

• Have a strong relationship with the street?

• Form a consistent building line?

• Support the street hierarchy and minimise left over space?

• Have clear boundaries between public and private open space?

• Provide active frontages to public open space?



DG5 The Right Built Form

Does the built form:

• Reflect the local grain and pattern of development?

• Support the street pattern and character?

• Use a mix of building sizes, spacing and form across the site to 

reflect and reinforce High Weald character?



DG6 Parking Strategies

Is the parking:

• Adequate and close to the homes it serves?

• Discretely located so that cars and hard-standings do not 

dominate the character of the street?

• In courts that are easy, attractive and safe to use?



DG7 Building appearance, local 
details and sustainable design

Do the materials and details complement and reinforce High 

Weald character by:

• Incorporating local products of the High Weald such as wood 

and clay?

• Using a colour palette as recommended in the High Weald 

Colour Study?

• Referencing local details such as windows and chimneys?

• Referencing local character in roofscapes, including pitch, 

covering materials and eaves?



DG8 Ancillary & Storage

Has the design:

• Understood the storage requirements of each home?

• Created space to store waste and recycling containers in a way 

that does not detract from the street scene?



DG9 Detailing the Street

Has the design:

• Referenced local street types rather than used standard 

approaches to street design in the scheme?

• Used a simple palette of materials and designed the street to 

be free of clutter?

• Avoided unnecessary light pollution?



DG10 Reinforcing Local 
Planting Character & Habitats

Has the design:

• Incorporated attractive, locally-appropriate native planting 

schemes in the public realm and as boundaries to dwellings?

• Developed management plans for public green spaces that use 

traditional land-management skills and support local industry?

• Maximised opportunities to support characteristic wildlife and 

retain/provide habitats?


