


A very real biodiversity crisis





2000s climate 

change 

colonisation



An estimated 120,000 new dwellings 
are committed to in Sussex Local Plans 

between 2010 and 2030



Challenges and 
opportunities



Coastal habitats and their 
supporting habitats not 

always understood or valued.



An increasing need for our landscape to 
slow the flow of floodwaters heading 

towards our communities



Much of our woodland is 
unmanaged and is losing its 

biodiversity value



Where have all our 
wetlands gone?



Where have all our nectar 
rich grasslands gone?



INTERNATIONALLY IMPORTANT SITES -
blighted by issues – invasive species, 

water quality etc..



Why Wilder Horsham District?

• The global crisis is biodiversity relates to Horsham 
District

• To ease our crisis in nature we need to strengthen 
our wildlife populations

• To do this we act on ‘the Lawton principles’ of 
bigger, better, more and joined up.

• We need nature to thrive and to be able to move 
through the District.



• Core areas

• Stepping stones

• Restoration areas

• Landscape coridoors





















What is Wilder Horsham District?

• Resilient Organisation

• Resilient Landscape

• Resilient Communities



Innovation and adding value

• Bringing best practice in creating Nature Recovery 
Networks to Horsham District

• Nature Based Solutions – Where more wildlife reduces 
flooding and improves water quality and more.

• Close working with HDC Parks and Countryside Team

• Building on 20 years of working with landowners and 
communities in Sussex

• Linking in with existing initiatives and adding value

• Supporting the groundswell of enthusiasm and passion 
for the natural environment



What Next?
• Chloe Harrison (Community Support Officer - 2 days per week) and 

Rich Black (Landowner Advisor - Full time) are now in post.

• Starting to talk to landowners, communities and existing projects.

• Regular reporting to HDC through a formal steering group structure 
with representatives from HDC and SWT.

• Launching Project comms and resources - £30K a year Nature 
Recovery Awards – grant scheme to contribute to activity that 
builds the Nature Recovery Network.

• Establishing Priority areas through the timeline of the Project



It’s not Just Chloe and Rich championing 
a Wilder Horsham District.

This is just the SWT Team – there are more within HDC



About the partnership:
What it is, and what it isn’t.




