Letter published in The Times, 14 April 2021

HOUSING THREAT TO NATURE NETWORK
Sir, The government’s policy for a nature recovery network, published last October as part
of its 25-year environment plan, committed it to creating a connected network of places
across England that are richer in wildlife, more resilient to climate change, and provide
wider benefits, including carbon capture. Housing policy has not caught up with this
commitment, with councils considering development on sites that will be key to nature

networks.

In West Sussex, 3,500 houses are being proposed next to the Knepp rewilding project, an
outstanding example of habitat restoration hosting some of the country’s most threatened
species, and a site under consideration to become a National Nature Reserve and,
potentially, the beating heart of one of Natural England’s new nature recovery areas. The
development would stop nature in its tracks, preventing the Knepp estate from connecting
with St Leonard’s Forest and Ashdown Forest, reducing it to a wildlife island in a sea of

housing, allocated by central government.

We appreciate the need for more homes to meet housing requirements but urge the

government to honour its pledge to build “the right homes in the right places”.
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