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DATE: December 6, 2022 

PRESS RELEASE: Farmers want funding to extend hedgerow network and boost nature 

Sussex backs national calls for vital nature corridors and ‘properly funded’ targets 

Farmers have shown ‘overwhelming support’ for targets to expand the country’s hedgerow 

network in a report released today (December 6). 

In a survey conducted on behalf of the national CPRE charity, almost 90% of farmers said 

hedgerows are important to them and their business. 

However, 70% cited cost as the biggest barrier to planting hedgerows, while the same 

percentage would plant more hedgerows with improved government incentives. 

CPRE Sussex director Brian Kilkelly said: “This report shows a lack of funding is by far the 

biggest obstacle to planting and maintaining hedgerows.  

“This is despite wildlife and nature corridors being seen as the greatest benefit of hedgerows by 

almost nine in ten farmers.” 

Apart from acting as nature corridors, farmers also said hedgerows provide shelter for crops and 

livestock and homes for pollinators and pest predators.  

More than half of farmers recognise hedgerows enhance the beauty of the countryside.  

Kevin Hawes owns a farm overlooking the Upper Medway Valley in East Sussex.  

Since buying the farm in 2003 he has planted more than 30,000 hedgerow plants. 

He feels new government schemes need to do more to convince farmers they can offer 

sufficient rewards to maintain the sustainable and environmentally-sensitive farming essential to 

areas like the High Weald. 

“It would be great to have a new model for running an enterprise with young people with great 

ideas, and let them farm the land more creatively,” said Kevin.  

In the South East, 53% of farmers who responded to the survey said they are ‘very likely’ to 

plant more hedgerows in the next five years. 

Nationally, 80% of farmers support a target to increase hedgerows by 40% by 2050 as a key 

climate and nature recovery goal. 

Last year, CPRE Sussex appointed its first Hedgerow Champion to raise awareness of the 

importance of hedgerows as wildlife habitats. 

https://www.cpresussex.org.uk/


 
 

 

cpresussex.org.uk  

Tenant farmer Derek Crush has spent more than 30 years looking after some of the county’s 

most ancient and valuable hedgerows at Daylands Farm on the Wiston Estate, near Steyning. 

Speaking at the time he was appointed champion, Derek said: “Everyone should care about 

hedgerows. They provide food for us and for wildlife.  

“There are about 3,000 metres on this farm and most can be dated to 1,000 years old.  

“My interest in hedgerows is part of life on the farm. All the hedgerows here are ancient and 

need careful management which I was keen to do. I find it very enjoyable.” 

To find out more about how CPRE Sussex is supporting sustainable farming and homes for 

nature visit cpresussex.org.uk  

For information on the economic value of nature, see gov.uk/government/news/government-

commits-to-nature-positive-future-in-response-to-dasgupta-review  

Download the full Farming and hedgerows: stretching the boundaries report at 

cpre.org.uk/resources/farming-and-hedgerows-report-december-2022  

-ENDS- 

 

For press inquiries and interview opportunities contact brian.kilkelly@cpresussex.org.uk. 

 

Notes for editors: 

 

About CPRE Sussex 

CPRE Sussex is shaping a greener future for Sussex. Our priorities are: 

● Beautiful landscapes, rich in nature and greener towns and cities  

● Countryside and green spaces which are accessible to all, enriching lives and health  

● Sustainable development for thriving communities 

● Effective responses to the climate emergency 

We engage with decision makers, influencing them and challenging them to protect the Sussex 

countryside and green spaces. We inform on environmental issues and empower individuals 

and communities with robust evidence to defend and enhance the green spaces they love. We 

believe in collaborating with others to ensure a greener future for our county. We research and 

provide advice on planning issues. Together we can shape a greener future for Sussex. 
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