== The countryside charity
Sussex

21 July 2025: For immediate release
Sussex charity responds to Independent Water Commission final report

CPRE Sussex welcomes call for the existing water regulatory system to be replaced but says
new proposals don’t go far enough to fix failing sewage and water infrastructure ahead of

government housing plans.

Environmental campaigners in Sussex have welcomed a report which recognises that planning
processes need to be overhauled across the water infrastructure system, with the existing
regulator Ofwat to be scrapped.

Countryside charity CPRE Sussex says the new report from the Independent Water
Commission published today (July 21) doesn’t go far enough in tackling water companies
themselves, but correctly identifies that the government’s plan to build 1.5 million new homes
and connect them to an already failing sewage system is a problem.

“We welcome the recommendation that planning processes be overhauled to provide greater
join-up between local plans for development and water infrastructure investment,” said CPRE
Sussex Director Paul Steedman.

“In particular we welcome the recommendation that the 'right to connect' - which entitles new
homes to be connected to water supplies and sewage pipes - be reviewed.

“But the report has dodged the question of whether the water companies are fit to run our water
system. Southern Water was identified last week as having one of the worst records for serious
pollution incidents; this cannot continue.

“We need the government to come forward quickly to ensure that the necessary changes are
put in place so that upgrades to sewers and water treatment works take place before new
homes can be occupied.”

CPRE Sussex was one of 50,000 organisations and individuals to previously submit evidence
for the commission’s interim report, published in June.

Read to full report here - Independent Water Commission Final Report - Summary

-ENDS-

For press inquiries and interview opportunities call Nancy Duckels, 07795 551852.

cpresussex.org.uk



https://www.cpresussex.org.uk/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/687d4eeb9b1337e9a7726bdc/Independent_Water_Commission_-_Summary_Report.pdf
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Notes for editors:

About CPRE Sussex
CPRE Sussex is shaping a greener future for Sussex. Our priorities are:

e Beautiful landscapes, rich in nature and greener towns and cities

e Countryside and green spaces which are accessible to all, enriching lives and health

e Sustainable development for thriving communities

e Effective responses to the climate emergency
We engage with decision makers, influencing them and challenging them to protect the Sussex
countryside and green spaces. We inform on environmental issues and empower individuals
and communities with robust evidence to defend and enhance the green spaces they love. We
believe in collaborating with others to ensure a greener future for our county. We research and
provide advice on planning issues. Together we can shape a greener future for Sussex.
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