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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: Sussex activists call for support in letter to mark century of 

countryside campaigning 

As the Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE) marks its centenary, CPRE Sussex has 

published an open letter warning our countryside faces unprecedented threats. 

The letter highlights the dangers of climate change, nature collapse and poorly planned 

development and calls on everyone to love their countryside. 

CPRE Sussex director Paul Steedman said: “We have already seen terrible losses in Sussex. 

The A27 bypasses slicing through the South Downs. The soulless sprawl of identikit, car-

dependent housing estates from Billingshurst to Bexhill. Our precious chalk streams, rivers and 

seas polluted by greedy private companies. And further destruction is still on the cards, 

including the expansion of Gatwick airport, bringing yet more noise, air and climate pollution.” 

CPRE’s centenary vision focuses on three things: stopping needless countryside loss, 

improving landscape quality and inspiring more people to enjoy and protect the countryside. 

Mr Steedman added: “For a century, CPRE has been the countryside’s guardian. Without 

drastic action, much of what makes our countryside unique and beautiful will be lost. As we 

begin our centenary year, we're sending this message to everyone: love your countryside and 

be part of its future. This is just the beginning – and we all have a part to play in shaping what 

comes next.” 

To join the movement and shape a greener future for Sussex, add your name to the open letter 

here. 

-ENDS- 

 

For press inquiries and interview opportunities call Nancy Duckels on 07795 551852. 
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Notes for editors: 

 

About CPRE Sussex 

CPRE Sussex is shaping a greener future for Sussex. Our priorities are: 

● Beautiful landscapes, rich in nature and greener towns and cities  

● Countryside and green spaces which are accessible to all, enriching lives and health  

● Sustainable development for thriving communities 

● Effective responses to the climate emergency 

We engage with decision makers, influencing them and challenging them to protect the Sussex 

countryside and green spaces. We inform on environmental issues and empower individuals 

and communities with robust evidence to defend and enhance the green spaces they love. We 

believe in collaborating with others to ensure a greener future for our county. We research and 

provide advice on planning issues. Together we can shape a greener future for Sussex. 
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